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TTie quGsiioK n»y naturally irise, why publish an affair of 
sucli a local cliaracier, as a slwrt corresjjoiideoce belweeo tbo 
Hou-ard-sireet chun;h and an obscure indvidiMl ? 

The reply |o the letter frotn the cliUrcli, wai written liai^tiiy, 
immediateiy after its receptioo, without a remote <bougiU of 
making any otlier uso of it than addressing it to the Howard- 
street church. Application was tht^n made for percnissioa tit 
go into a regular ebuich loeeting to read it ; 6rst iw^tally, thru* 
the senior Deacon, and afieraarils by a written note aii(]i>esse(l 
to die church, tfirough the medium of the pastor, in which ( re- 
quested a written eswer. After the lapse of a few weeks, the 
following letters mere sliown to several friends, who etpressed a 
strong desire to have them jvinted, especially if my tequest wa> 
Dot gruUed. 

It if now more than ten K'eeks since the Itbove applica* 
tion was made, and no answer has been receii^ed. The solieita- 
tions to publish have become frequent and urgent In conforms 
ty to the wishes of many friei^ls, I have, tlxwgh reUictantlyj 
yielded to their earnest entreuies. 

If any further apology is necesetary, it may be refnarked, that 
tlie excommunication of a member of a church, under thfl 
charge of intemperate use of ardent spirit, necessarily becomes, 
lo some extent^ a matter of notoriety. 

I ask a candid public, — all honorable, unprejudiced miodst — 
to judge betwixt me and the Honard-streut church, not so 
much from what fellows, hut from actual life. T. P. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



To Mr. Thomas Prime : 

Dear Sir — In pursuance of a vote of the Howard- 
street church, it becomes our painful duty to conimunicate to 
you, the following resolution, passed Tuesday evening, October 
21, 1834. 

** Whertat, on the fiAh of Jane, 1833, brother Thoroai Prioie wu luipended for disorder fy 
walk, and jet hat not given, f during the term aliowed according to the former articlei of thva 
eharch,} any evidence of repentance for having wounded the cause of Christ, therefore voted, 
to escommonioate brother Thomas Prime from the fellowship and C(Hnmunion of this church.' * 

You Stand now, for conduct inconsistent with the christian 
hope and profession, excommunicated from a christian church. 
This, sir, is dreadfully soleran, and we pray that it niay be con- 
sidered by you acordingly. You are aware that without con- 
fession, and repentance of the sins whereby you have " crucified 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame," you 
roust not only be excluded froni the church on earth, but from 
*' the general assembly and church of the first born, whose 
names are written in heaven." It is our earnest prayer that the 
solemn measure of excommunication, which, for the preserva- 
tion of our purity, as a church, we have been compelled to 
adopt, may be so accompanied with the influences of the Holy 
Spirit to your heart and consciooce, as to be the means of lead- 
ing you back to that compassionate Saviour, from whom you 
have departed, and whom you have wounded in the house of 
his friends. Ob sir 1 if a measure so awful should fail of that 
result, what hope can there be that any thing will ever awaken 
you to a sense of your guilt, or lead you to the least effort of 
repentance ? Is it not fearfully probable that you will be left to 
hardness and impenitence of heart, till you have grieved the Ho- 
ly Spirit forever from your soul ? You are conscious that one 
cause (among others) of the step we have taken in regard to 
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you, is your own intemperate use of ardent spirits. Your wilTu! 
continuance in the dreadful traffick in the same, a traffick in some 
instances carried on by you even on the holy sabbath, would alone 
be considered, by the churches generally, as a crinie demanding, 
if persisted in, the excommunication of the oSender. By this traf- ■ 
fick, though a professed follower of him who went about doing 
good, you have been constantly instrumental of ruin, both to the 
bodies and souls of yourdying fellow creatures. Doubtless, in the 
sight of God, while you persist in this horrid business, you -ace a 
murderer, and worse (ban a murderer. Oh think what must be 
your doom, if you do not speedily repent, and renounce this 
enormous wickedness, wben you stand at the bar of God, com- 
pelled to confront the souls that are damned through youi instru- 
mentality ! It shall be more tolerable for the inhahitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah than for you. Dear sir, in k>ve to your 
soul we warn you, that if you do not cast off this iniquity and 
turn to Jesus, your own soul will dwell in hell forever. We 
soleipniy remind you that " if you sin wilfully, after that you 
have received _the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth n(S 
more sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and 6ery indignation. He that despised Moses' law died 
without mercy, under two or t^reo witnesses, of how much sorer 
punishment shall he be thought worthy who hath trodden under 
foot the Sdn of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctlBed, as uuholji thing, and hath done 
despite unto the spirit of grace ?" AH this you have done ; of 
this great wickedness you are guilty. And you " know him 
that hath said, vengeance helongeth untqme, 1 will recompense, 
saith the-Lord." Oh sir ! it is a fearful thjng so to fall into the 
bands of the living God. And now, dear sir, can you answer 
the question of our Saviour In regard to the gain of your wicjc- 
edness, " what shall it pro&t a man, if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul ?" Can you dwell in devouring 6re ? 
Can you dwell in everlasting burnings ? This will be your por- 
tion at the hands of God, if you, do not repent of your trans- 
gr^ons, and flee, to the Saviour. Your sin Is attended with 
awful aggravati(Ht. How will you meet. as your judge, the Re- 



deemer from whom you have apostatized ? Be intreated, as you 
yalue the life of your soul, as you would not bring upon it the 
pains of everlasting death, as you would not suffer the intolera- 
ble wrath of God forever, as you would not be sentenced to de- 
part, accuned, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and bis 
angels, as you have the least fear of boll, or the least hope of 
heaven, be intreated even now to flee to the Lamb of God, and 
cry for mercy* For even your sin, the Lamb of God, who tak* 
ethaway the sin of the world, can pardon. Even now does he, 
though so long insulted and abused^ continue to invite you, in 
accents of tender compassion, to return unto him. Oh come, 
renouncing all your guilt, and he will receive you. But remem- 
ber, that you must return speedily, or it will be too late forever. 
May God in infinite mercy have compassion upon you, and 
sanctify the discipline of his chuieh to your conversion. May 
be bring you to repentance, is the earnest prayer 
Of the church and their commitUe. 

GEORGE B. CHEEVER, Fastoi-, > ^ 
ISAAC P. FOSTER, 5 ^^"^^ 



Salem, Feb. 3, 1835. 
To ike memberi of the Howard'iirtet church : 

* 

Dear Sirs — On the 21st day of January last, I re- 
ceived a paper, signed G. B. Cheever, pastor, and Isaac P. 
Foster, Committee, containing a vote of excommunication of 
myself from the fellowship and communion of your church, pass- 
ed by you on the 21st day of October, 1834, precisely three 
months prior to the day I received it. 

After reciting the vote, they proceed to state, as their prayer^ 
that I may consider it as dreadfully solemn. They say, I am aware 
that without confession and repentance of the sins whereby I 
have ^' crucified the Son of God afresh, and put bim to open 
shame," I must not only be excluded iirom the church on ^rth| 
but.fjK)m ^^ the general assembly and church of the first bomi 
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whose names are writteD id heaven," They say, it is their earnest 
prayer that this measure, which you have been compelled to 
adopt to preserve the purity of your church, may be so accom- 
panied with the influences of the Holy Spirit, as to lead me 
back to the Saviour, from whom I have departed^ and wo»nded 
in the house of his iiriends. 

The reasons assigned for this measure, are' my 6vrn intempe- 
rate use of ardent spirit, and wilfi»l continuance in the dreadful 
trafficfc of it, which they say is carried on, in some instances, by 
ipe on the holy sabbath. 

If I had been accused of these things by the persons whoso 
signature this paper bears, merely in their individual capacity, 1 
should not have deemed it worthy of notice. But coming, as it 
does, in the name and by the authority of 9 christian church, I 
conceive it my duly, as well for the promotion of truth and jus- 
tice, 9S a proper regard for my own imputation, to make a fei^ 
-remarks upon it. 

Yqu accuse me of being guiltlf df the intemperate use of ar- 
dent spirit. Intemperance is defined, ^' immoderate," ^'excess," 
be. Plainly, my friends, I challenge proof of this allegation* 
Y|»s, soberly, in the fear of God, I do not scruple to pronounce 
hfabe. For the correctness of this assertion, lean only ap- 
peal to those acquainted with me, believing I shall be sustained 
by every candid, honorable and just person^capable of rendering 
an impartial judgment. To such fr tribunal I appeal ; and by tho 
decbion I am willing »y character shall stand or fall, till the great 
^ay when every one of us shall ^ve account of Jbimself to God, 
One thing I know : if I am intemperate^ or have been icH* several 
of the last years, I have been so nearly forty, more than twenty^ 
of which I have been permitted lo enjoy the privil^e of feOow-* 
ship and communion in your church. 

Neai(ly two years have passed away, since I received a com- 
munication from you, setting forth certain charge^ or complaints 
against me. Between the time of reoeivii^ it^ aiid the evening 
I was cnted to appear to answer to^ them, which was less than 
a week, I happe»dd to meet Mr. Daniel Millet. In a conversa- 
tion of a few minutes, I remarked that I considered the other 



M 



8 

charges, besides'tbe intemperate use of ardent spirit, of minor 
importance, but that was a serious one. I was about to ask him 
if he or the church believed it ; he seemed much surprised, re^ 
peating the word with emphasis — " Intemperate! brother Prime, 
noy I never thought such a-thing^ nor do the church, (or to that 
effect) you ar^ mistaken, the paper does not read so ; it is im- 
proper use/' He persisted in thinking I was mistaken, " but, 
at any rate,'' said he, ^'I did not understand it so, t\or do I 
ifaink it was so understood by the members who voted on it." 
At a subsequent interview, with Mr. Millet, he said he knew no 
great difference between the terms improper and intemperate. 
Air. Millet is the only brother in the church with whom I have 
had any conversation on this subject sincd I made a communica- 
tion to you, in reply to the charges brought against me, almost 
two years ago. Why have not some of you called upon me ? 
Dear friends, it grieves me to be under the necessity of using any 
thing like harslr or severe language, yet J believe myself fully 
justified, (wheresoever or to whomsoever the guilt belongs,) in 
pronouncing it to be a vile slander. My prayer shallever be, 
that the sin may be foi^iven. 

The other and last reaison given for this procedure, is my wit- 
ful continuance in the " dreadful traffick" of ardent spirit. Why 
they have termed it wilful, I am left to conjecture. -Does Mr, 
Cheever call every man wilful who refuses io yield obedience to 
his mandate? Or must we surrender our own judgment to the 
)[' dictation of the Temperance Society, and square our opinions to 
rts requirements ? . Shall we renounce the word of God as oar 
directory, and substitute the doctrines and commandments of 
men. It may be said we ought to pay some regard to public 
opinion. I admit it/ No one of you can doubt that a very 
large majority of this community still adhere to what they be- 
lieve to be the good old practice of using the bounties of Prov- 
idence, without abusing them, notwithstanding the strenuous 
efforts and mighty exertions which have been made to draw, or 
rather drive, people into the measures of our modem self-styled 
temperance reformers. They call it the " dreadful traffick." That 
it is a business which requires much care and prudence, I am 



r ■ '■/•■ 



9 



well aware, but I know not why it should be termed **dreatdfol,'* 
any more than trafficking in any thing which God has given for 
the use and benefit of man. Do you say it is more liable to be 
abused than 'many other things ? Then it only requires greater 
caution in using, and vending. What is there among all the 
numerous bounties of Providence that is not often abused 2 
Many of our most celebrated physicians are of opinion that more 
die by intemperance in eating than drinking, but you do not caU 
it a ^'dreadful" thing to traffick in m^at. Do you say ardent spirit 
ought not to be used in any case, except as a medicine, and that 
then there would be no drunkards ? Let us eat nameat, then there 
will be no gluttons. Where is the authority for this new doc- 
trine of total abstinence i Surely not in the bible^ certainly the 
moderate use of wine and strong drink is never prohibited. It 
is the immoderate or excessive use only, that is interdicted in the 
sacred volume. 

It is alleged that this traffick id carried on by me, in some is* 
stances, even on the holy sabbath. There have indeed been a 
few cases of special necessity, and for medical purposes, scarcely 
as many as I have been engaged years in the grocery business, 
in tlie midst of a neighborhood of seventy or eighty families. 
For any thing more than this, I defy proof, from friends or ene- 
mies. But it seems they have been sufficient for the tongue of 
slander in the nK)uth of an enemy to make an item. And is 
this place I ask, if it was your desire tagive this case a fairi hon- 
orable, and impartial investigation, if you really wbbed to leara 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the troth, respecthig 
my course of conduct, why did you not call some of my near 
neighbors, for witnesses in this affair, who know something aboy t 
me, instead of searching through town, and out of town, to find a 
few persons who, (as there is every reason to fear,) entertain ma- 
lignant feelings towards me. Seriously, my friends, I exhort 
you to take this subject into solemn consideration, and not dis- 
miss it till you- have weighed well how you sbdl answer it at the 
tribunal of Hinri who hath said, ^^ whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so unto them.'' 

And now your purpose seems to be accomplished. The 



> 









^^ t^^-v. ^ 



\ 



10 

sure which yoa haye thought necessary for the preservation of 

the purity of your church is completed ; a measure , which I be* 

lieve yotf will not deny was agitated soon after I left the How« 

) ird-street church, nearly three years ago, for another place of 

" *~tA^^^ \ worship which I prefer, but dragged on heavily, till an aocessfba 

cf strength to the impulse was gained by the settlement of Mr. 
Cheever as your Pastor, soon after which I believe it was de- 
termined that the work should proceed with renewed vigor. 

If it if really such a pollution for a church to harbor in its 
bosom a member who trafficks in and uses ardent spirit, what has 
|!ieiiierred it so. long in such a dreadfiil state ! Must it not be view* 
ed IS a stupendous miracle^ that the Howard-street church has not 
long since expired by its own corrujption, while from its founda- 
tion almost to the present time, many of its members have pur- 
sued the same ^'dreadful'' course, and probably use a Uttle yet, 
thoi^h I suppose only occasionally, and purely as a medicine, 
b k iiot a fact fresh in the recollection of many of you, that 
the pious iailiers who founded the church used these things ? 
t Have you fergottea the example of the venerable Spaulding, 
aba saimed Farrington, and a host of others, <^ whose praise was 
,18 all the cAiuarches" for their •eminent pMyy <heir humility and 
zeal in the service of their divine master 2 Sirs, if it is r^Uy 
r such a sifliful thing to use wine and strong drink, what do you 
' ^^> ^ ( ^. f suppose has become of all the generations of the world that have 
\^^ .^s\/^^^ Hved and died before us? It will not be doubted by any per- 
(S^^^ ^ son that diey have been in ^neral use about four thousand 

yeais, certeinly for several of the last ceofturies. Surely, 
then, it would seem, acoording to this new ^doctrine, ^at nearly 
ril Ae SOBS of Adtoi have gone down to pmlition. Is it indeed 
to be supposed that the wise and good of all ages have been thus 
enveloped iti daikness and ignorance ? I know it is contended 
' thatthe world has been in a state of ignorance and blindness, 
but BOW a new light has t^rung up. But is it so ? Have the 
I IJi^L^ wisest and best men wtio have lived, been pem^ted to go ^lown 
y \ t^'^^^ into the grave with their minds €fflfv«iloped in thick darkness ? 
cv\' , ^\i Is >^ indeed true that the light of revelation has been thus ob» 

> ^% ^ ' -* scuved by an impenetrable <doud, 4br more than eighteen bun-. 

r^-^ " r\o^^ 
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dred years, and forsooth a flood of light is shed upon a f ew >n «> 
dividualSj an^LlP them is committea the glorious work of saying 
the world from its, hitherto, state of HegradationTabd delusion 3 
And am I, who have not been favored with this new light, to hi 
denounced as a reprobate, accused of '^ crucifying the Son of 
God afresh, and putting him to open shame," of '^wounding 
him in thev house of his friends," of being constantly instrument* 
al of ruin, both to the bodies and souls of my dyiflg fellow crea« 
tures ? Of all this, my friends, I am charged by the Rev. Geo. 
B. Cheever, and I. P- Foster, your Committee. They say 
that doubtless, in the sight of God^ while I persist in this busi- 
ness, I am a murderer, and worse than a murderer, and proceed 



in the following language. " Oh' think what must be your ^ ^^ 
doom, if you do not speedily repent, and renounce this raormous « i( ^ /. 7 
wickedness, when you stand at the bar of God, compelled to con<* *^^^k/ ^^ ^^ 



front the souls that are damned through your instnimeiitality. It ^ ^iu^ . 

shall be more tolerable for the inhabitants of Sodom and Oomor^p^ Op /' ^ 

rah than for you.". They proceed — ^' Dear sir, in love to youp ^Ut^ ^i 

soul, we warn you, that if you do not cast off this iniquity, and cz^i.^^^ , / 

turn to Jesus, your own soul will dwell in hell forever. We solemn* ^ ^^'W;. 

ly remind you that if you sin wilfully, after having received ibe^ 

knowledge of the truths (at the mouth of Mr. Cbeever, I %\tfK 

pose,) there remaineth no more sacrifice for m,. (cc'V Thejn ,, 

say (virtually) that by trafficking in ardent spirit, and using k, 

I have, trodden under foot the Son of Grod, and counted the 

blood of tlie covenant, wherewith we are sanctified^ an unbdy 

thing, and done despite to the, spirit of grace. And now, sirs^ 

believing that the paper I have received^ though signed by G. 

B. Cheever, your reverend Past6r, and I. P. Foster, jomtly, is 

wholly the work of Mr. Cheever, except the vote of excommo* 

Dication, I ask if it is your purpose to sustain bim io the use of' 

such language ? Does Mr. Cbeever really imagine that he is ^ f o p a. ^ 

authorized and empowered thi«i,'a8 it were, to seat himself upos I ^ ^'l^j^^ r 

the throne of God, and pronounce senteoee of conderonadioa^ v / 

upon a fellow mortal ? Such denunciations might nave answ«r#^^ 

ed well enough for ^^ His Holiness,^' some eenturies past^ but, V^ out-i;^^^ 

let Mr. Cbeever know, tliej will avail aotbiog here in the 
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i^Ac^ c\ J\. CaCjC(i<^»vited States, in this age. Verily, sirs, it is indeed a small thing to 

^ 1 ^Wuciu?^ " ^ judged of man's judgment, especially such a man. The God 

I of the bible, who hath said *^ I the Lord search the heart," is 

the being I fear. But who or what is Mr. Cheever? Is he the 

young man, a stranger, who came into my shop nearly two years 

L ^ ^^* ^^ introduced himself, saying he was my Pastor, and with 

^^^^^ much insolence commenced an attack upon my business, insull- 

^ *^* cJi^oM,^ log in« with a strain of petulant, abusive rant, not very dis- 

^ ^ similar in style to the communication I have just received, after 

a three months' passage ? He called on me about a week after 
his first visit His object appeared'to be to inquire if I had. re- 
pented of this ^^ wicked'' business, after being instructed in my 
duty by him. I will do him the justice to say, that he had made 
considerable improvement in his manner of address ; he was 
tderably civil. Two short interviews comprise all the personal 
acquaintanee I have had with him. He knows nothing about 
me^ but he thinks he knows I traffick in spirit, and use it. With 
the little acquaintance I have had the privilege of Enjoying with 
Mr. <?beever, I am abundantly satis&ed, if not saturated. 

Who is Mr. Cheever? Is he the same man who interested 
himself so much as to ride into a neighboring town, for the sole 
purpoi'e of aiding and abetting in getting up a prosecution against 
me for pursuing my regular course of business, for the support of 
t fiimilf I although probably not ignorant of the fact, that I had 
heen basely and wickedly deprived of my license, (and conse* 
qiiently of my equal rights,) by falsehood and perjury, through 
the instrumentality of a classs of persons who seem determined 
that no man who makes a profession of religion shall continue in 
the traffick of spirit, whatever others may do, and who, for the 
purpose of carrying forward the glorious work of what they call 
J^ the temperance reform," will conspire to devise means for ef- 
fecting their purpose, fiiUy resolved, that if such a man persists 
jn bis business, although in accordance with his honest views of 
truth and righteousnesSi he shall be deprived of religious char- 
acter. 

In view of this subject, my friends, I ask, if it is your setded 
purpose D»t to hold fellowship with apy who do not subscribe to 
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the creed of modern temperance doctrines, why not come out 
plainly, at once, and. let the principles by which you are gov- 
erned be known, and distinctly understood, rather than take so 
much pains to traduce a man's character ? Would not such a 
course better accord with the principles of true religion, of jus- 
tice and sound morality ? Doubtless you have a right to estab- 
lish such a rule, in a political point of view, but whether you 
have or not, as a church of Christ, is quite another thiiig — a sub- 
ject which I have neither time, ability, nor disposition, now to 
discuss. I recollect a conversation with onie of your members, 
several years ago, in which he expressed his opinion that the 
churches would not long continue to hold fellowship with those 
who dealt in spmtuous liquor. He was himself about renounc- 
ing the business, but, (if common report is correct,) at the same 
thne entered into an agreement with his next door neighbor, as a 
compromise ^r relinquishing the trai&ck, to send him his custom, 
and divide the profits ! Verily, my friends, we live in a strange 
world ! ! 

What, after all, is the offence I have committed ? Why, sure- 
ly, I have trafficked in ardent spirit, and used it. And have not 
you done the same things ? What would you have thought, had 
you been thus treated by the churches where you were mem- 
bers ? 1 believe it just as right to vend and use these things now, 
as ever it was. The subject involves a principle of unalterable 
truth* If ever wine and strong drink were serviceable to man, 
they are so now. No one of you can be more honest in your 
opinion of the merits of this question, than I am in mine. I 
have learned nothing new about it. All 1 know, I have known 
forty years. It was among the first lessons c^ morality which I 
received from a pious mother, that drunkenness is a heinous sin, 
detestable fn the sight of God and man. I believe I abhor it as 
heartily as any other man. I entreat you to consider what 
is the tendency of the course you are pursuing by assuming 
the principle, that the moderate use of ardent spirit, and in- 
temperance, are synonymous terms. Is it not breaking down 
the distinction between virtue and vice ? And will not such 
a state of things tend to encourage drunkenness ? The bible 
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appears to plac6 a broad gulf between the two extremes. 
The woe is pronounced upon those who follow, and continue^ 
&c., till they become inflamed. But wine itself, is uniform* 
ly spoken of as a great blessing. The doctrine of total ab- 
stinence was never learned from the bible, nor can it ever be 
proved by it, for the plain Reason that it does not exist there. 
There k nO law in God's word which forbids the use of wine^ 
cr anf bthei alcoholic liquor. If the wliole tenor of scrip- 
ture does not teach that we are permitted to use these things^ 
without abusing themi thea I am utteriy incapable of under* 
standing it. I have studied this subject carefully, (I hope 
prayerfiilly,) and the result has been to confirm and establish 
these views. If this sentiment is not taught in the bible, (at 
least by the fairest rules of inference and deduction,) I can 
leara nothing from it in this manner. To my mind it is so 
plain that << lie that runs may read." Indeed it is exceeding- 
ly, difficult to conceive that any honest, candid inquirer after 
the truth, can resist the light whieji is shed on it. <' Every 
creatqre of God is good, and oothiif^ to be refused, if it be 
received with thanksgiving.'^ And shall man be more wise 
or pure than his maker ? Or shall we. do evil that good may 
come? Shall those who are commissioned to preach what- 
soever our Saviour has commanded, ^^ to add wof thing 
thereto ?* (Rev. xxif^ 18.) I hope you will for a while cast 
^way yonr prejudices, and give this subject a candid inves* 
tigation. Especially, I exhort Mr. Cheever to take these 
passages, and a multitude of others, into serious consideration, 
in his nnoment^ of calm, sober reflectioo, (if be is permitted 
to enjoy such a season) ; and may God give him grace to 
make a wise and profitable improvement of them. If he finds 
. it difficult to bridle his tongue, may be not, at lealt, restrain 
his tpen ! 

Knowing who is to be my final Judge, and that I am ac-» ' 
countable to Hioi pn^jr^ for the rectitude of my conduct m< 
my diet and business, ^^ none of these thing? move me.'' If 
I am .te be thus persecuted, denied christian privileges, ancF 
COQDted a^ the filth and officouring of the earth ; called »« 
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murderer, and worse than a murderer; to be ranked witli 
drunkards, and denounced as reprobate: yet, knowing in whom 
I have believed ; that the God I desire to serve is infinitely 
able to save and deliver all who humbly trust rn tlim ; that 
it is His prerogative to bring good oot of evil, order out of 
confusion, and light out of darkness : I consider these as light 
afflictions, which are but for a moment. Therefore, I will 
joy and rejoice m the God of my salvation, in the confident 
hope and expectation, that there will yet be found a redeem- 
ing spirit among us ; that many who are competent to the 
task, will come for.ward boldly in defence of the true bible 
doctrine of temperance ; so that not only myself, but a very 
large class of greatly injured and highly insulted individuals, 
may be vindicated from the foul calumnies and aspersions 
which are continually heaped upon us, and that the trde of 
persecution, bigotry, and intolerance, which has flowed over 
us with astonishing rapidity, may be stayed in its course. 

My friends, do you think, on the whole, that the state of 
society has improved, through the influence of these new 
doctrines ? How does the present state of things accord with 
the principles of our holy religion — with the gospel, which 
inculcates a spirit of harmony and love, meekness, peace, 
kind sympathies, of forbears^nce with those who differ in 
opinions ? Whence come these broils, this animosity, strife, 
and confusion, which are continually engendered and propa- 
gated among us? The heart sickens, the mind seems ready 
to turn away, disgusted, at the reflection of the contrast be- 
tween the present and former state of this community. Where 
is the harmony, that mutual interchange of civility, fellowship, 
and good feeling, which a few years past pervaded our then hap- 
py society ? Where is the spirit of meekness, of each one es- 
teeming others better than himself, which the principles of good 
education, and genuine religion, are calculated to inspire ? It 
would seem that the term of human life is tpo short to be wasted 
in strife, turmoil, and contention. We are endowed with facul- 
ties too noble to be employed in biting and devouring one 
another. 
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Plainly, brethren, I am greatly grieved in reflecting upon the 
clrcucnstances in which 1 find myself placed, relative to those 
with whom 1 have been accustomed to walk to the house of God, 
to worship and sit together under the droppings of the same 
sanctuary, joining our prayers, and mingling our songs of praise 
to our Divine Redeemer, and sitting together at bis table, to re- 
ceive the memorials of his dying love. Without doubt, I 
should have continued to this day in the same relation,^ but for 
my having been led, in the providence of God, to give a prefer- 
ence to the ministry, worship, and doctrines of the Episcopal 
church ; or in consequence of my dissenting from the notbns of 
our modern Temperance Societies. But so it is. The Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. Blessed be His holy name. 

May He give us grace wisely to improve all his dealings 
with us. 

THOMAS PRIME. 
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